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Annual Report 

PRESIDENT 'S REPORT 

The outstanding event, complete with an official opening, during the past 

year from the Society's viewpoint has been the Society's Exhibition of 

"Sydney's Colonial Craftsmen" held at Elizabeth Bay House from March 24 

to May 1982. This ambitious and highly successful event brought a great 

deal of pleasure and interest to members and friends while promoting the 

Society to the public at large. Much new and scholarly information about 

a selected group of Sydney's colonial craftsmen was published for the 

first time. A great deal of hard work was put into it by all concerned, 

particularly David Dolan whose remarkable talent as co-ordinator/organiser 

deserves special mention. As a result I am pleased to report that the 

Society had an influx of quite a number of new members. 

The Society has during this time continued to grow at a modest pace as 

interest in all things relating to Australiana continues to increase, 

particularly as the bi-centennial approaches. 

One discernible trend during the past twelve months has been the falling 

off in top quality items appearing at salerooms and the lower prices paid 

generally for pieces of Australiana. It is also a sign, I think, as a 

result of the dissemination of knowledge amongst members and as a result 

of the Society's existence that so far as members are concerned they are 

becoming far more discerning in their buying habits, so much so that their 

absence from some sales recently has been noted in the press. 

This year saw us move our meeting place from Kirribilli to The Power House 

at Ultimo, where we have continued to maintain our high standard of lectures. 

I would like to thank all our lecturers, particularly Stewart Symonds and 

Annette Keenan, for their excellent talks which provided much interest to 

members and without which the continuing interest of members would be 

difficult to susta i n. 

I would also like to thank the Committee for their help during the past 

year, especially Andrew Simpson for his difficult job of Secretary and 

Treasurer. A special thanks to John Wade, editor of our Newsletter, for the 

very difficult task of keeping the standard of our Newsletter so high. 

Lastly I would like to thank everybody for their support and interest in 

the Society during the past year, without which there would be no Society. 

Michel Rei/monc/ 

Pres ident 

1981-1982 
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TREASURER S REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED -

3 0 t h JUNE 1982 

INCOME EXPENDITURE 

Subscript ions 
Donat ions 
Auct ion Takings 

Australia Day Dinner 

Newsletter Back Copy Sales 

Bank Interest 

Sub-Total 

Bank balance as at 1.7-81 

I certify that I have examined and fully audited the vouchers, records, and 

account books of the Society. They have been balanced and reconciled and 

constitute a true and correct statement of income and expenditure for the year 

ended June 30th, 1982. 

$2465 
402 
386 
546 
16. 
58 

$3873. 
1 124. 

$4998. 

.00 

.20 
20 
,00 
00 
.15 

55 
82 

37 

Newsletter Production 

Aust ra1i a Post 

Auction Payout 

Australia Day Dinner Costs 

Stat ionery 

Bank Charges 

Refreshments 

Hall Hire 

Name Tags 

Heritage Week Exhibition: 

- Opening Costs 

Sub-Tota1 

Bank balance at 30/6/82 

Total 

$2124.99 

203.26 

307.20 

491 .50 

53-56 

5.00 

35.9** 
45.00 

45.00 

400.00 

$3711.45 

1286.92 

$4998.37 

Andy Simpion 

Secretary/Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Membership subscriptions become due for renewal on 1st January each year. 
The rates for 1982 are still: 

Individual Membership $10 
Household Membership $15 
Institutional Membership $20 
Life Membership $250 

Membership forms for new members are printed in each copy of the Newsletter 
and are also available from the Secretary, The Australiana Society, Box A378 
Sydney South, 2000. 

Members receive the Newsletter free four times a year, (nominally January, 
April, July, and October), and are invited to attend our regular bi-monthly 
meetings, and special functions. 
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Australiana News 

TALKING RUBBISH 

The second annual conference of the Australian Society for Historical 
Archaeology will be held in Sydney on 16-17 October, with the theme "Talking 
Rubbish, or how historians can use archaeology". Venue will probably be the 
Women's College at the University of Sydney, where accommodation and meals 
can be provided. A.S.H.A. has also announced a new journal, The Australian 
Journal of Historical Archaeology, which will publish in appropriate form 
the more important contributions to this subject. More information on the 
conference and the journal, and details of occasional papers being sold at 
reduced cost to clear stocks, will be provided by the Secretary, A.S.H.A., 
c/- Department of Archaeology, University of Sydney, NSW, 2006. 

ELYARD EXHIBITION 

The exhibition of watercolours and photographs by Samuel Elyard, mentioned 
in our last issue, was opened at the S H Ervin Art Museum, Sydney, on July 1 
by Professor Virginia Spate. After showing in Sydney until August 8, it will 
go on tour to the regional art museums of Wollongong (9 August - 6 September), 
Lake Macquarie (9 September - 3 October), Wagga Wagga (5 - 27 October), and 
Nowra (29 - 31 October). The useful illustrated catalogue is good value at 
four dol1ars. 

AUSTRALIANA JUDAICA ON SHOW 

"Treasures of the Great Synagogue" is the first exhibition at the A M Rosenblum 
Museum in the Great Synagogue, Sydney. The Museum and the Exhibition were 
opened by the Premier of NSW, Neville Wran, before a distinguished gathering 
on 31st May. 

Highlight of the collection is the superb cedar ark, recently restored, from 
the York Street Synagogue built in 1842-4, and like the Synagogue having 
Egyptian stylistic features. A smaller cedar ark- perhaps associated with 
earlier worship in Bridge Street - a silver mounted emu egg pen and inkstand 
of 1879, and illuminated addresses with Australian flora are other notable 
items of Australian interest. 

The Museum is open Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday from noon to 4 pm and is under 
the direction of Mrs Sylvia Rosenblum, telephone (02) 267 2477 

R00KWQ0D CEMETERY 

Rookwood Cemetery, in Sydney's Western Suburbs, is claimed to be the largest 
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19th century necropolis in the world, covering about 600 acres. Burials began 

there in 1867 and range up to the present, but while the newer sections are 

usually well tended, the older are falling into disrepair. 

The Friends of Rookwood is a group which has recently formed to awaken interest 

in the preservation of Rookwood Cemetery for its historic interest and its 

landscape qualities. The Friends held their first working bee on 6th June 

and began clearing rubbish, vegetation and long grass from one of the oldest 

areas in the Church of England section. Tomb monuments, curving paths, drains 

and a summer house are beginning to re-appear from beneath the wavinq cover 

of long grass. Destructive privet, lantana and blackberries are being removed 

while established trees, shrubs, and flowers remaining from the 19th century 

formal planting are tended. 

Dotted throughout the cemetery are terracotta urns from the Cumberland Pottery 

of F Liebentritt, founded in 1863 and known as Chullora Potteries from 1928. 

Sadly, many of these have been smashed by vandals. Others of the tombs have 

cast iron fences with motifs such as ferns, and Australian native flora makes 

its appearance in the carving of a few headstones. Some important figures 

in the development of Australian crafts, manufactures, and commerce are buried 

there, including Joseph Ross the glass maker, Thomas Field the potter, and 

David Jones the retailer 

Regular working bees will be held by the Friends to maintain the area already 

cleared and to extend it as resources permit. Volunteers for a day's healthy 

outdoor work are always welcome. Ms Celia Wade is President of the Friends 

of Rookwood and can provide further information - please call her on (02) 

660 1848, or call Miss Jenny Stackhouse on (02) 358 2344. 

The State Rail Authority of NSW is finally restoring the MORTUARY STATION 

in Regent Street, Chippendale. For many years the old sandstone station was 

used as a rail siding for transporting funerals to Rookwood Cemetery. In 

recent times the building and platform was used as a country goods loadinq 

area for Tooth's packaged beers from the Kent Brewery across the street. The 

SRA has not only to restore the ravages of time, but also the damage caused 

by large brewery trucks scraping sandstone walls and columns. 

S Y D N E Y I N T E R N A T I O N A L E X H I B I T I O N O B J E C T S W A N T E D 

Have you got an object that you think or know was exhibited in the Sydney 

International Exhibition, The Garden Palace , of 1879-80? 

Linda Young is compiling a catalogue of relics from the Exhibition as part 

of her M.A. Thesis on that splendiferous event. The catalogue consists of a 

brief description of each object with details of the exhibition classification, 

pi us an i1 lustration. 

If you have an object, Linda would be very grateful for details of it -

please contact her on (02) 211 3911 (work), or (02) 560 5607 (home), or write 

care of Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences, 659 Harris Street, Ultimo, 2007. 

A R C H I V I S T W A N T E D 

The Committee decided at its meeting on March 4 to see if any member would 
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like to take on the role of Archivist of the Society, keeping its records 

for posterity. The Society has few records at this stage, having been founded 

only in 1978, but now is the time to sort them into order. Anyone interested 

in this position should contact the secretary. 

B A R K P I C T U R E S B O O M I N G 

A report in the newsletter of the Craft Council of NSW notes a total of 59 

entrants in the bark pictures class of the Arts and Crafts Section at this 

year's Royal Easter Show. If you feel creative and want to win a prize, try 

the matchwork category, which had only one entrant. 

ABC MEMORABILIA 

As we are frequently reminded on the ABC, not only is this year the 50th 

anniversary of the Sydney Harbour Bridge, but also the 50th anniversary of 

the commencement of broadcasting by the ABC. 

This reminded Juliet Cook about a brass plate she has, which was found in 

the burnt remains in the base of an old incinerator. This plate weighs 4 

ozs., even though it measures only 11 cm by 8 cm, so the brass is quite 

quick, and it was probably screwed to the door of a common room in some 

hospital. The wording on the plate is as follows: 

The Wireless Equipment in this Hospital 

was provided by means of 
COMMUNITY SINGING CONCERTS 

of 

THE AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING COMMISSION 

and voluntarily installed by members 

of 

The Australian Postal Electricians Union 

Funds Controlled by 

THE HOSTITAL SATURDAY FUND OF N.S.W. 

193** 

W H I C H C A M E F I R S T ? 

Bill Chapman, indefatigable reader of old newspapers, has supplied another 

interesting reference to the making of an emu egg vase to the design of Sydney 

jeweller Thomas Rudd, published in the Sydney Morning Herald of 8 October, 

1857. The earliest dated emu egg concoction that your Editor remembers is 

about i860 - could this be a reference to the first use of an emu egg in 

Austra1i an s i1ver? 

COLONIAL ART. - A very creditable specimen of the progress of colonial 

handcraft has just been completed at the workshop of Mr T E Rudd, 

jeweller, of 199 George-street. The principal object of the designer 

was to produce from an emu's egg an ornamental cup or vase, valuable 

as a gift or presentation, and in this he has undoubtedly succeeded. 
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The egg is supported on a silver-frosted eucalyptus stem, surrounded 
with wild ivy rising from amid the foliage, flowers, and shrubs that 
are worked in frosted-silver on a plate which rests on a rosewood 
plinth. Upon this plate the indigenous flowering plants and animals 
of the colony are represented in a very artistic manner. Amongst the 
former are the banana tree, the grass tree, and the waratah, and 
among the latter, two emus and two kangaroos in different postures. 
The upper portion of the egg serves as a cover to the cup; this is 
surmounted by an emu of frosted-silver, very naturally formed; where 
it joins with the other portion of the cup it is encircled with a 
silver wreathed band very prettily wrought. On one side there is a 
highly polished silver shield, intended for an inscription. A great 
deal of labour has been expended on the work, there being no fewer 
that 800 pieces of silver, separate in themselves, used in constructing 
the whole. These different pieces consist of shrubs, flowers, and 
animals, and they are each bound by a silver nut of most minute size. 
The whole is most creditable to the designer, Mr Rudd, and to his workman, 
Mr L Harvey. 

Another riot of Australian motifs is reported the next year in the Sydney 
Morning Herald of 21 September, 1858: 

AN AUSTRALIAN INKSTAND. - An elegant and unique inkstand has recently 
been designed and executed by Mr Hogarth, of the firm of Hogarth and 
Erichsen, in George-street, a gentleman who has already established 
his reputation for original genius and good taste in the production 
of similar works of art. The basement is of polished tulip wood, and of 
a somewhat triangular shape; resting, in front, upon the two forepaws 
of an opossum. The receptacle for the ink is wholly formed of frosted 
silver, and shaped like the stump of a tree, an aperture in which, at 
the top, is cleverly concealed by a cover, on which are the boomerang, 
and club, 5c, - all highly finished, and formed of the same metal as 
as the stump. On the lower part of the ecritoire, on what is supposed 
to be the ground, are the appropriate figures of a kangaroo and emu, of 
wrought silver, acting as handles for seals, which serve to fasten them 
into the base of the stand. In a kind of cavity, in front of the tree, 
sits, in his national attitude of repose, an excellent statuette of 
oxydised silver, the life-like dingy form of an aboriginal - "Ricketty 
Dick", in his younger days. It is really worth the while of any solemn 
misanthrope to take a peep at the dogged face of this inimitable little 
savage through a magnifying glass; a more irrestible and happy 
representation we have seldom seen 
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Edward Trickett: Australian Sculler 

Annette Keenan 

Although immortalised in glass on a relief-moulded tankard1, (illustration, 

inside front cover), Edward Trickett does not appear in a very heroic light. 

The tankard commemorates his defeat on the Thames at the hands of Edward (Ned) 

Hanlan on 15th November, 1880. Nevertheless his claim to fame rests on firm 

ground - he was one of Australia's most skilled oarsmen, and the first 

Australian to win a world championship in any sport. With much national pride 

he was described as "the first man who has ever taken away the championship 

of the Thames and that of the world from British waters." (iSN 21.7.1877). 

A bootmaker's son, Edward Trickett, (cover), was born on 12th September, 1851 

at Greenwich on the Lane Cove River. While he took to being a quarryman and 

later an hotelsman by trade, his sporting interests lay in rowing. His first 

public win came in 1868 when he secured first place, with C Bullivant, in 

the under 18 double skiffs in the Anniversary Regatta3. The skiff they rowed 

was called Barb, and their course was from Dawson's Point, around Fort Denison 

and the ship Vernon, and back to the flagship. They won £8/8/-. In the following 

year's Anniversary Regatta, he entered the under 21 light skiffs race in 

Tarragon. There were three entrants contesting for the prize of £8/-/-. "This 

was rather a tame affair. Yates gave up early in the race, and afterwards 

Trickett had it all his own way. Morton was allowed to keep within hailing 

distance but Trickett could have won the race at any moment, and eventually 

he won it easily." (SMH 27.1.1869). 

During the early 1870s, Trickett appears to have rowed little, concentrating 

on his work as a quarryman. On the 20th January, 187^, he married Maria Frances 

Silva, daughter of the South Head light-house keeper4. They were to have eleven 

children. From then on until his retirement from rowing in 1884, Trickett's 

career rose to a peak and then quite suddenly slid down hill, His place as 

world champion was taken first by the Canadian, Ned Hanlan, and then by another 

remarkable Australian sculler, William Beach. 

Australian town dwellers from the 1860s to the 1880s were occupied for the 

most part in commercial, transport, financial, and manufacturing spheres. 

They needed interests for their leisure time other than "drinking at the 

local", a favourite pastime even in those days. Quite naturally, their 

attention turned to sports and in this they indulged themselves to the full 

The tour of an English cricket team in 1861 to play Australian teams in 

Melbourne, Sydney, and Hobart, created tremendous enthusiasmfor the game 

here in the colonies. This interest was sustained until August 29, 1882, 

when the 'Ashes' were born and cricket became as 'native' to Australia as 

Australian Rules football was from the time of its creation in 1858. Racing 

and gambling had long been exciting distractions for the people of Melbourne 

and Sydney. When the Melbourne and Sydney Cups were instituted, (in 1861 and 

1866 respectively), it was evident that racing was here to stay. 

For most of the last century, rowing appears to have been as popular as these 

other sports. "Always a source of popular amusement in Port Jackson, boating 

has gone on increasing since the first regatta; and when Richard Green went 

home to try his powers with the champion of the old world, he brought the 

name of an Australian rower before the people of England. The formation of 
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two rival rowing clubs (the Mercantile Rowing Club and the Sydney Rowing Club) 

has added largely to the interest taken in aquatics." (SMH 21.1.1877). 

However in the early 1870s, rowing went through a short period of unwelcome 

calm. "The enthusiasm manifested in the regatta was nothing to be compared 

to that of former years the public evidently seem to be losing interest 

in regattas." (SMH 27.1.1870). "What has formerly proved one of the greatest 

sporting meetings of the the year has latterly from some cause or another, 

received less patronage, less support than it deserved.... 1873 saw a poor 

regatta, 187^ poorer sti11....this year may be fairly characterized as the 

period when the Anniversary Regatta was revived." (SMU 27.1.1875). 

For the most part the sport drew good crowds to the river banks and many boats 

with sightseers to the water. Detailed reports of races were often given in 

the Illustrated Sydney News, the Sydney Morning Herald and the Argus. The 
column 'Letters to the Editor1 was not an uncommon place for the public 

expression of fervent opinions on the victories or losses of our scullers. 

Today rowing has almost been totally eclipsed by football, horse racing, and 

cricket, and receives nowhere near the attention and publicity allotted to 

these sports. 

187^ and 1875 saw Trickett participating in local regattas, among them the 

187^ Balmain Regatta where he took the lead in the outriggers and was in the 

winning whaleboat crew. When he entered the skiffs race at the 1875 Anniversary 

Regatta, he had to do so with a handicap, as he was considered by far the 

best sculler in the colony. However from the commentary in the Sydney Morning 
Herald, it appears that Trickett, in the skiff Greenwich, had a stroke of 

luck in the race: "Trickett at the start qot a commanding lead, owino to the 

other two being compelled to ease up for a passing steamer, and from this 

point he had the race in his own hands." (SMH 27.1.1875). The course this 

time was from the flagship over to Blues Point and around a boat moored inside 

the bay, then around Fort Denison and back to the flagship. First prize was 

£20/-/-. 

In October 187't, Michael Rush, a storekeeper in the Grafton district and a 

keen rower, proposed to hold a grand regatta on the Clarence River. Rush, 

born in 1845, in County Tyrone, Ireland, had come to Sydney at the age of 

fifteen. It did not take him long to handle a pair of sculls so effectively 

that he was considered to have a bright future as an oarsman. He was described 

as 6ft tall, bearded, compact, and well proportioned in frame, had great reach 

and roweed about 12st 12lbs, (SMH 2.7-1877). Rush and a partner, Conlon, 

had met the Trickett brothers (Edward and George) in a private race for £50/-/-

a side, over the championship course on the Parramatta. Rush and Conlon won: 

so it was no wonder that Trickett wanted another chance to prove himself. 

The 'Clarence River Champion Outrigger Race' for the championship of Australia 

drew oarsmen from Sydney, among them Trickett, Richard Green5, and W Hickey: the 

local representatives were Rush, Elias, Laycock, and Newboy. The race, over a 

3i mile course was won by Rush. Trickett was second and Laycock third. 

In 1876, James Punch, Sydney hotelsnian and ex 'crack oarsman' convinced Trickett 

he was ready to contest the position then held by Joseph H Sadler of England 

as the best oarsman in the world. At this staqe Trickett stood "6ft 3ins in 

his stockinged feet" and scaled at 12st 1 i lbs. His lean good looks "his wonderful 

physique and his coolness of nerve" gave him "an amount of address as well as 

grace in the management of a boat that are not often found combined with the 

strength and endurance that he possesses." 

No doubt his training in England by Henry Kelley8 helped to form his "coolness 
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of nerve" and prepare him for his race away from his home ground. The experience 
certainly was a valuable asset in his later races back in Australia. On June 
27th, 1876, for £200/-/- a side over the Putney to Mortlake course on the 
Thames, Trickett defeated Sadler with a time of 24 minutes 36 seconds. "The 
race, as between a British and an Australian excited great interest"9 and gave 
Trickett the world championship title he was to hold for the next four years. 

Trickett returned to Sydney on the ship Zealandia, arriving at Circular Quay 
to a huge public welcome. Preparations were to include "flags.... hoisted when 
the mail steamer is signalled... from the Circular Quay, Trickett will be 
conveyed in a drag to Punch's Hotel the public landing will take place 
after the Mayor of Sydney, Mr Palmer, has gone on board the Zealandia and 
welcomed him back to Sydney, in the name of the citizens....in the evening 
there will be a torchlight procession of the Fire Brigades", {SMH 8.II.I876). 
The steamer didn't arrive until the following evening but celebrations went 
on just the same. Trickett was met by a crowd of more than 25,000 people who 
had gathered to meet their champion. 

1877 proved to be an exciting year for Trickett. At the Anniversary Regatta, 
he was presentedwi th a"testimonial subscribed by the people of the Australian 
colonies, in recognition of the victory he gained over the famous English 
puller, J H Sadler, whereby he acquired the proud title of the rowing champion 
of the world".10 

It was presented by the Hon John Robertson, Premier of NSW "I feel as 
much as any man in the colony, the honour you have obtained for our colonies 
....I believe something "] i ke £900/-/- has been subscr i bed . . . . you have brought 
here the championship of the world.... (applause).. ." 

After the presentation it was Trickett's turn to reply: "I feel great pleasure 
from the reception I met when I returned home, and ever since, which showed 
me that the colonies highly appreciated what I had done...(cheers)... if 
ever it becomes my lot to contest again for the honour of Australia, I will do, 
with all my heart all I am able to do! ...(cheers)... Three cheers were then 
given for Mr Trickett and the Regatta was begun. Trickett, in Greenwich, entered 
race 4 for all comers, pulling a pair of sculls in outriggers. Trickett won 
easily by eight or nine lengths. He also entered race 13 for all comers in 
light skiffs...he (G Solomon) was soon overhauled by the champion, who then 
kept the premier position to the close, finishing at his ease..." 

Not long afterwards, Trickett became licencee of Trickett's Hotel at 294 Pitt 
Street; although not a large building, it did stand out in the crowd of 
neighbouring buildings on account of its strikingly ornate but most appropriately 
decorated facade. The design of aquatic emblems was well suited to Trickett's 
rapport with the water. 

The champion's next memorable race was against Michael Rush, the Irishman he 
had met on the Clarence River almost two years before, but this time it was 
Rush contesting the title and Trickett defending it. Although Rush could boast 
the Championship of the Clarence as well as that of Australia, Trickett was 
not to be put off. Buoyed by his new all-embracing title, he met Rush on the 
Parramatta River. 

"The great contest for the championship of the world between Edward Trickett 
of Sydney, and Michael Rush of the Clarence River, New South Wales, came off 
on Saturday 30th June, over the champion course on the Parramatta River11, and 
resulted in another easy victory for Trickett, who however, had confessedly 


